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HRROWIY PHYSICAL APPEARANCE i

SroLfCle TOIng Jovr che Jullerseonian core of the University of Virginia is

L a0dunda, a domed, CwWo-siory cirvcular scructure riodeied arter the Pantheoh.

L& OnLyY Oovizingl poriicn ¢ che ouilding is the brick walls; all other
Cions were elther vebuill or added by S:tanford White after the fire of
-u¥3, White claborated oa Jefferson's design Dy adding the north portico,
tae norih esplanades, and che colonnades connecting the north and south
csplanades.

*3
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—

+0 cae souta oX tne Rotunda 1s a series of grassy terraces known as the
~:wh. Cle Lawn 1s now planced w.th trees, but it is believed that Jefferson
acver ducended them, 0¥ t.iey obscure the architecture. On each side of the
- 1s a series oi five, two-story pavilions, each varying in form, and
cacih displaying a differen: Roman order. The pavilions are linked by one-
story Juscan coviomnades, which IZront the individual student rooms. ALl of
Zae pavilions have been added to or modified in some degree, but their
~3sential character nas been maintained. Closing the south end of the Lawn
is scangord White's Cabell ilall, a broad two-story building with one-story
§. Tae central portion of Cabell Hall features a rfinely executed Greek
~onic porilico with a scuiptured pediment. Skillfully concealed behind
Cabell uall is a five-story U-shaped classroom building of undistinguished
design compleced in 1952. Flanking Cabell Hall and facing one another are
two other Stanford White buildings, Cocke and Rouss Halls. The design of
chae two puildings is similar to, but less elaborate than that of Cabell Hallj

farallel to the Lawn buildings are additional rows of Jeffersonian buildings
«<nown as Zast and West Ranges. Iach section of the range builaings is
fronted oy a brick arcade. Both ranges have enlarged sections at each end
and in the middle known as 'motels", which served as the original dining
hails. Like the pavilions, all the hotels have either been added to or
modified. Between the Lawn and the ranges are the professors' gardens, each
-enciosed by serpentine walls., None of Jefferson's original serpentine walls

remain; the existing walls were built between 1948 and 1965 and do not conform

to Jefferson's specifications.

At tae south end of West Range, overlooking Mclntire Amphitheater is Stanford
White's Garrett Hall, a two-story brick building fronted by a pedimented Dorfic

portico. Overlooking the west side of the amphitheater is Minor Hall, a

nipped roofed rectangular block with a recessed two-story Ionic colonnade, and

one-story flanking wings, On the east side of the amphitheater is the rear
of Cocke Hall. Beyond the north end of West Range is the University Chapel,
4 picturesque stone Gothic scyle building with a steep gable roof and bell
tower. At the north end of East Range is Brooks Museum, a tall rectangular
two-story brick structure with ornamented stone trim. An interesting
reature of Brooks Museum is its series of keystones, each carved as a life-
5ize neac of a wild animal.

Jils cencralicore o the University. is separated from the rest of the

inwceitution by roads on all four sides. It elevated situation has been

ooscured Dy tne construction of new buildings on the east, west, and south
S

5iaes.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

<uroughout Thomas Jeiferson's public 1ife it was his ambdbition to Ffound a
sreat university  -one wnich could secure the democratic Foundations of the
young nation by producing educated leaders, and one which, as Jefferson
sala, would serve as ''the future bulwark of the human mlnd in this country
-t was, howevar, not uniil Jeffcrson was over seventy, after his retirement
Irom his long life of public service, that he found the necessary time to i
GevoLe To achieving his dream. A5 a skilled architect, Jefferson was
aware that an institution such as he contemplated must be provided with
uitably dignified architectural embellishment. Long before actual
construction began, e conceived the idea of an '"academical village” - a
communicy of scnolars living and studying in an architecturally unified
compiex of buildings, With ideas and suggestions from Benjamin Latrobe
and Dr. William Thornton, Jefferson undertook the planning of this unique
community - selecting the site, and making the necessary drawings for
every building. Each funcrional aspect of the school received architectura
expression: the classrooms and professors' quarters weve .oused in ten,
two-story pavilions aligned on either side of an elongated terraced court
cailed the ILawan. ~ach pavilion had its crder taken from a different
example of Roman architecture, so that the students could be exposed to the
>est models of Classical taste. Connecting the pavilions were low
colonnades that fronted the students' cells. Outside this central core
Jerferson provided additional students' rooms, in arcaded 'ranges'. In
each range were three "hotels" where meals were served to small groups of

t

students by the hotel keepers. As a focal point for this complex, Jeffersom

followed Latrobe's suggestion and placed a domed building - a scaled down
version of the Pantheon - at the head of the Lawn. This building, known

as the Rotunda, provided spaces for a library, extra classrooms, meeting

nalls, exhibit room, chapel, and gymnasium.

Construction of the new university began following the laying of the
coirnerstone in 1817, the General Assembly officially chartered the school
as the University of Virginia in 1819. The final construction of the
original scheme was achieved with the completion of the Rotunda, shortly
arter Jefferson's death in 1827. Few schools owe more to their founder
than the University does to Jefierson. Not only did he conceive the idea
of the institution, he designed all the original buildings and supervised
cheir construction, selected the first faculty, drew up the curriculum,
and served as the first rector of the Board of Visitors. While the
University represents a major achievement in the educational history of
the country, its arcnitectural concept and design was revolutiomary.

P
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ity did notf cnange signifiecantly in physical appearance
J ne ni entn century wnen the Rotunda was destroyed
ning in 1895, the aole and fashionable New
t ite was commissioned not only fo rebuild
fae Rotunca, but oo provide addicional classroom space and an auditorium.
The decision was made ro iocate these rfacilities in three new buildings
ci be logcated at che scuth end of the Lawn. [hie decision to enclose
Lie space was contrary to Jeirerson's intention of leaving the end of
: aWil OPen Lo & veautiiul view o the surrounding mountains and
councryside. wWhite's chree mew buildings =~ Cocke, Rouss and Cabell Hallst
cilirfuilly handlew, nowever, and stand today as dignified examples
Neo Classic sevival, fully worthy of their famous neighbors.
vaite also designed Zor tne University a cining hall or "Commons' located
at tie soutn end ol West Range. Completed on 1907, the Commons (now
cailed Jarrett lail) presentliy serves as the office of the University
aegistrar, and is notea for its magnificent plascerwork ceiling.

in addition to the Jaiferson and White structures, several other
buildings of architectura. merit are located in the central core of the
cuiversicy., Chief «mong chese are the Brooks Museum and the University
Cnapel. Completed in 1876, as a natural history museum, the Brooks
Museum was designed by J. R. Thomas of Rochester, New Veark, and was

built largely with funds donated to the University in 1875 by Lewis
srooks, also of Rochester. A superior example of late-nineteenth-century
arcnitecture, the building combines features of several historic styles
into an original composition.

The University Chapel was completed in 1889 with funds from many private
sources. The design of this picturesque building was inspired by the
Gothic parish churches of England. The architect of the chapel has not
been decermined.

The McIntire Amphitheater, the gift of Paul G, McInitre, was completed

in 1921, 1Its design is based on the ancient Greek theaters., Minor Hall,
a dignified Neo Classicstructure on the west side of the amphitheater
was completed in 1%li for the Law School, which occupied it until 1932,

Acknowlecged as one of the most beautiful collegiate complexes in the
world, tals assemblage of nineteenth and early-twentieth-century structurgs
comprises one of America's great architectural treasures.
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